New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 

Prime Sponsors:
The Speaker (Council Member Menin)

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to civilian enforcement of artificial intelligence violations

Submitted by:
The Speaker (Council Member Menin)

Justification:
Artificial intelligence (AI) companies are growing rapidly. Many of them operate in the City, and even more market their products to New York City businesses and consumers. Recently, some employees working at AI companies have resigned and subsequently raised grave concerns regarding the rapid pace of AI development and the threat such development poses to the public. Additionally, in several recent incidents, autonomous AI models escaped or breached their restricted environments during safety evaluations and engaged in malicious or unsafe behavior. Despite this, AI remains largely unregulated at the federal, state, and local levels. This bill would work hand in hand with several other bills being proposed by the Council by allowing whistleblowers to submit complaints to the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection (DCWP) regarding potential violations of the law related to artificial intelligence. If DCWP issues a notice of violation or the Law Department commences a civil action based on the facts alleged in a complaint, the whistleblower would be entitled to 25 percent of any proceeds recovered. The bill would also permit DCWP and the Law Department to authorize whistleblowers to bring their own enforcement actions, in which case the whistleblower would be entitled to 50 percent of any proceeds recovered. 
