New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 

Prime Sponsors:
The Speaker (Council Member Menin)

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to third-party validation and shut-down capability of artificial intelligence models

Submitted by:
The Speaker (Council Member Menin)

Justification:
Recent incidents have revealed the threats that artificial intelligence (“AI”) models pose to human safety and security. In addition, a number of former and current employees of AI model companies believe that these threats may soon become existential. Consequently, it is critical to ensure that the appropriate safeguards are in place to protect New Yorkers from the unintended consequences of AI model deployment. This bill would make it unlawful to market, offer for sale, sell, or deploy an artificial intelligence (AI) model in New York City that has not received third-party validation or does not have a technical capability to be shut down by a human operator. Validation would be based on topics such as task performance, disparate impact, data privacy, and safety, including the functionality of a shut-down capability. Additionally, a third-party validator would have to certify validation and disclose any interest it has in the AI model. Through this bill, the Council will ensure that New York City strikes a balance between cultivating innovation and demanding responsibility in AI model development and deployment.  
